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Message from the President…
Do Fence Me In
We have two problems with the grassy area
between the school/CL hall driveway and the rink:
illegal parking and parents using it as a child drop off
area. This area is classified as parkland, and it is illegal
to park there. Parking enforcement officers will
occasionally write tickets but not on a regular basis.
During school hours, some parents will sneak in
and park in the grassy area to drop off or pick up their
children. This is a safety issue, as it often involves
driving around other children and parents! We have
posted signs, put warnings in the various parent
newsletters and had volunteers patrol, and nothing
seems to work: even a crazy old man yelling and
carrying a snow shovel (who, me?) doesn’t have a
lasting effect.
We also have illegal parking by people heading to
the university. In the winter, this means I need to call it
in and be physically present when the enforcement
officer arrives, to swear out a complaint. (Needless to
say, this doesn’t endear me to my longsuffering
employer.)
I have spoken to staff at the school and the
daycare, and all agree that a simple, low fence would
solve the problem and allow staff, parent volunteers
and me to use our time and energy for other matters.
But, before proceeding further, we want you to have the
opportunity to provide your input, as this also means
the grassy area will not be available for (albeit illegal)
parking during the spring soccer season. Please send
your comments to the coordinates below.
Park Redevelopment Updates
It is all very exciting. The water feature is designed,
priced and ready to go to construction. We are just
waiting (still!) to hear the results of a pending grant
application. Things are looking positive, but the tension
is mounting. Here’s hoping I will have good news for
the next newsletter.
Meanwhile, somewhere under all the snow is a
new loop trail around the north park. We are all anxious
to see it, since – literally – the day it was completed last
fall, the snow fell and has been with us ever since.
Certainly good news for all the children who have been
enjoying a wonderful winter on the new sledding hill,

April 2013

but it will be nice to see the new trail when spring
weather allows.
My thanks, once again, for the simply sterling work
done by our park redevelopment committee.
Triathlon
The 2014 ITU Triathlon World Cup is coming to
Edmonton and Windsor Park. This is a much bigger
event than the normal, annual race and has grown
considerably since we last hosted the World Cup, as it
now involves 5000 competitors and a week’s worth of
events. Not much news on this yet, other than that it is
tentatively scheduled for the last week in August 2014.
The one bit of bad news on the triathlon front is
that the premier men’s and women’s races will not run
along Saskatchewan Drive, as they have in the past. In
order to make the races more telegenic, the premier
races are to be run over the High Level Bridge and
through the Legislature grounds. Watch this space for
further updates.
South Windsor Park, Brace Yourself
All the fun North Windsor Park had last year will be
coming to South Windsor Park this year. Torn-up roads,
sewers, driveways and sidewalks will make getting to
your house more than a bit of a challenge at times. To
make matters worse, illegal parking will be rampant, as
the no-parking signs are removed for part of the
construction process. The good news is that the new
sidewalks and roadways will be enjoyed for many years
to come. Please feel free to contact me with any
concerns and questions.
Membership Drive
Thanks to the efforts of scores of volunteers, this
year’s annual membership drive has seen 246
households (so far) join or re-join the League. While the
fees collected are important and will be put to good use
on programs and activities, the comments gathered
from and support shown by all who sign up help keep
our neighbourhood connected and Community League
strong. If your canvasser missed you, you may obtain
your 2012-13 membership on-line, through
www.efcl.org, or by contacting Janet Millar at 780-4331270 or jlmillar@shaw.ca. And, many thanks to each of
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our block canvassers for their fine application of shoe
leather and neighbourly spirit!
Unconfirmed Rumour
Through a “friend of a friend”, I have heard that the
flurry of activity at the old Esso station site may be due
to an offer to purchase that has been made conditional
on the land being deemed free and clear of any
contamination. This may mean the intended use could
involve rezoning.
If you have any question or concerns on these, or
any other, issues, please feel free to contact me at
jbcollier@shaw.ca
780 433 1270.
John Collier

Spring Smiles
Q. When do monkeys fall from the sky?
A. During Ape-ril showers!
Q: Why is everyone so tired on April 1?
A: Because they've just finished a long, 31 day March!
Q: Why is the letter A like a flower?
A: A bee comes after it!
Q: What does the Easter Rabbit get for making a
basket?
A: Two points just like everybody!

June Newsletter
We welcome your submissions. The deadline for
the June newsletter is May 17.
Windsor Park residents can submit short ads for
free. Business rates are $15 for ¼ page; $30 for ½
page; and $60 for full page.
For questions or submissions, contact
Jean Frost at
780 433 7472
jean_frost@yahoo.com
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Update on Bike Lane Plans
There has been much debate recently about the new
bike lanes that the City has been retrofitting into our
traffic system. The work is based on a large city wide
plan that was developed after extensive consultation a
number of years ago. Picking a route that works to
create a good system is the easy part, figuring out how
to retrofit it through existing roads and communities is
more difficult. Just as it is with finding space to put the
LRT through existing areas, adding proper bike
infrastructure cannot be done without some tradeoffs.
The advantage is that we can make sure we can
create a space where bikes clearly belong, that is out of
the way of traffic and pedestrians, and allows for the
smooth flowing and safety of all involved. Done well it
should eradicate the kind of circumstances that lead to
the death of Isaak Kornelson as he was biking on
Whyte Ave last fall and got squeezed between a parked
car and a cement truck. We have to find routes that
allow bicyclists to travel as directly as possible from
point to point, while at the same time avoiding the most
congested automobile arterials. The bike master plan
does just that. The tradeoff is that it often means that
the new bike routes are going down roads that may not
have the width to keep the drive lanes for cars, the
sidewalks for pedestrians, space for bicycles and still
keep all the street parking. It is over that lost parking
that most of the concern has come from people living
along those routes.
Every effort has been made in the design to maintain
parking and to replace any lost spaces nearby. But if
the bike lane gets compromised to the point that it has
the bikes weaving in and out of traffic as the lane
comes and goes, then we have not achieved anything.
All we end up doing is creating inconvenience without
improving safety. If we compromise it to the extent that
no one uses the lane then we have achieved nothing.
We are focusing our efforts on providing high quality
routes for bikes in the areas where there is already
heavy demand. This may cost a bit more, and we may
cover fewer kilometers, but I think this is a case where
getting quality instead of quantity will be of benefit to all.
The good news is that, as a result of our efforts over
the past few years, we have seen a marked
improvement in the number of people biking. And for all
of those people who can make that choice it creates
more space on the roadway for those who have no
choice but to use the automobile. If we can do this right
it will benefit everyone.
Ben Henderson, Councillor, Ward 8,
ben.henderson@edmonton.ca
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Southwest Edmonton Farmers’ Market
Your community market is entering its third season
this year. Think of the market as more than simply the
best place to find freshly prepared food and wonderfully
ripe, fresh fruits and vegetables… think of it as a
community gathering place: a place where the
community spirit comes alive, where you can
experience great beauty, where you can connect with
friends, family and neighbours, where you can help to
support the local economy and where you can nourish
your family with the freshest produce and wonderfully
scrumptious, nutrient-dense foods.
Mark your calendars for May 15th, the first market
day of the season. There will be lots of fun things
happening at your community market on that day. This
year, the Southwest Edmonton Farmers’ Market is
moving slightly and will be held in the parking lot of the
Terwillegar Recreation Centre, at the corner of 23rd
Avenue and Leger Road, (the one near the big new
animated sign) on Wednesdays from 4:30-7:30pm.
The Southwest Edmonton Farmers’ Market is an
outdoor, seasonal market, so while you may not find an
abundance of fresh fruits and veggies on its first market
day, you will find plenty of other things to amuse and
entice you. Did you know that you can buy bedding
plants and wonderful planters at your local market?
Plan to come and check them out while grabbing a bite
to eat at a food truck with your family.
Do you find yourself itching for market season to
be part of your life? Do you find that you just can’t wait
for the outdoor market season to begin? Then

immerse yourself in the Market Blog
www.swefm.blogspot.ca, a series of vignettes that
celebrate market culture wherever you find it, whether
it be on your travels or close to home.

keep up to date on your community market’s
happenings and announcements by going to the
Southwest Edmonton Farmers’ Market website at
www.swefm.ca or www.facebook.com/swefm.ca.

or follow your market on Twitter
@SWEdmFarmersMkt.
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The Green & Gold Community garden, on the
University of Alberta South Campus, is gearing up for
its fifth gardening season. The garden is an initiative of
the University’s School of Public Health and Faculty of
Agricultural, Life and Environmental Sciences.
Volunteers manage the garden and all of their time, and
most of the seeds, plants and equipment used are
donated.
All are welcome to volunteer at the garden or to
come to the garden markets.
The vegetables, herbs and flowers are all “sprayfree” (no pesticides or artificial fertilizers are used).
Anyone is welcome to ‘purchase’ their vegetables at the
garden market. Every penny of donations goes to the
Tubahumurize Association, a non-profit organization in
Rwanda that provides socially and economically
marginalized women with vocational training,
counselling, life-skills coaching, health care education,
and opportunities for sustainable income generating
activities. Last year the garden raised over $17,000 for
the Tubahumurize project, and over $8,000 more was
raised from sales of Tubahumurize handicrafts.
We are always looking for new volunteers to help
at the garden. Both novice and experienced gardeners
are most welcome. If you don’t like gardening, but
would like to help in other ways (distributing produce,
promoting the garden, donating seeds or garden tools)
please contact us at:
E-mail: gggarden@ualberta.ca / Phone: (780) 4929079 / Web site: http://bit.ly/greenandgold_garden
If you would like to receive the garden e-mails this
summer (these let you know what produce is available
at the garden and the market hours that week ) please
sign up to our garden listserv at:
mailman.srv.ualberta.ca/mailman/listinfo/gggarden
Seed & Handicraft Sale & Volunteer orientation
sessions: We are planning a seed and handicraft sale,
and an information session for those interested in
volunteering at the garden. (Flower, vegetable and herb
seeds and Rwandan handicrafts made at
Tubahumurize will be on sale at both events.)
The Seed & Handicraft Sale will be held on
Saturday, March 23, from 10:30am to 1:30pm. The
Volunteer Orientation Session will be held on Saturday,
April 27, from 11:30am to 1:30pm. Both events will be

held at the Strathcona branch of the Edmonton Public
Library (8331-104 St).
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Lendrum Pottery Group
Mother’s Day Sale
Saturday May 4, 2013 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
11335 – 57 Ave., Edmonton, AB
(Entrance off 113A St.)
Pottery for all tastes at reasonable prices.
Dishwasher, oven and freezer safe.
Free coffee
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Art Gallery of Alberta
David Janzen
Until June 16
In 2010, David Janzen ventured out on a series of
trips to landfills across Alberta. He took photographs,
made sketches, and returned home to his studio to
create a new series of paintings. The resulting work
featured piles of neatly sorted debris in front of often
sublime vistas of the surrounding landscape.
David Janzen grew up in Windsor Park and
attended Windsor Park School.
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Playschool News
The Windsor Park Co-op Playschool
offers two morning programs:
 3-year-olds on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
 4-year-olds on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays.

Professional Piano
Instruction
 15 years experience, B.Mus.
 Warm, patient approach with
children
 Focus on process-based learning
 Sound pedagogical and technical
background
 Accepting beginner to advanced
students

Our teacher has an ECE degree, and
our emphasis is on learning through play,
with seasonal themes, topics like health,
safety, and nature, and related field trips.

McKernan/University area
780 424 3385
or email: kochr97@gmail.com

For more information, call 780 439 0919.
DAVE RICHARDS

Need an ELECTRICIAN?
Call Rob - Master Electrician
@ 780 433 3837
Residential electrical work
including Service Changes.
Reasonable Rates

Neighbourhood
Journeyman Carpenter
General Contractor
Complete Residential Renovations
including Plumbing and Electrical
No Job Too Small
References
Phone 780 886 6005
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Karate and Yoga Classes in the
Belgravia Community Hall
Tuesdays, Thursdays &
Saturdays
(11540-73 Avenue)
One month of free classes!
Free Karate uniform on enrollment!
for more information
contact Ken or Jennifer at
kenanjen@shaw.ca
780 707 3693
The Northern River Karate School
is a non-profit association
Get Fit, Feel Great!
www.ThreeBattles.com
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3rd ANNUAL COMPOST SALE
St. Georges Anglican Church
in partnership with Cleanit Greenit

SPRING BAZAAR
St. Georges Anglican
Church

Saturday,May 11
9 am to 2 pm
Come to the rectory (11737 87th Ave). Selling
from the garage, facing 118th St. Your gardens and
pots will thank you.
Our gardens use up their nutrients every year,
and need replenishing to keep our gardens beautiful.
Sold by the 45 lb. bag-$10/ 1 bag, $25/3 bags.$40/5
bags. We can deliver if you need help. We will also
have some annuals (from J and C Gardens)for early
planting.
To preorder, e-mail Lindsay Robinson at
lindsay.c.robinson@gmail.com,
or phone 780 438-8295

Saturday, May 25
9 am-1 pm
11733 87th Ave.
Great books (as usual) plants, delicious
baking, select treasures and more!
You know spring is really here when you
come to this fun sale.
Don’t miss it!

The Song of The Universe”
Artist Nataliya Bukhanova
Jeff Allen Art Gallery(JAAG)
Strathcona Place Senior Centre
10831 University Avenue
March,29, 2013 to April 24, 2013
Reception April 10, 2013 6:30 – 8:30 PM

Wanted to rent:
suite or small apartment
in Windsor Park
A quiet, responsible student starting her first year
at the University of Alberta in September 2013 is
looking for a place to rent.
Please phone 780-433-8735.

Gregor and James’
Lawn Cutting Service
We are 16-year old twins who live in Windsor
Park and we have been cutting neighbors’ lawns for
the last five summers.
We have our own lawn care equipment and can
tend to properties north of 87th Avenue.
If you are in need of a regular lawn cutting
service or temporary vacation service, please contact
us at 780-484-8132 or 780-668-8899 or
via email at mejammed@telus.net
We charge per cut, based on the size of property
and services required.
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Nataliya Bukhanova in her art is aspiring to show “
another side of the edges of reality which reflect one
another endlessly creating our universe”. Her
paintings in water colours and acrylics reflect world
realities and this she shows through the use of
teapots. A teapot from the time of the Russian
revolution would have a very different story and spirit
from a Japanese Royal Palace teapot or an English
countryside teapot. Many questions can be asked
about the nature of the people that use the teapots,
the realities of their world and possibly their hopes
and dreams for their future. Nataliya Bukhanova has
previously exhibited in Russia and Canada. Do not
miss this very unusual exhibit. Everybody is
welcome.
Best viewing hours for the general public are
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM and 3:00 – 4:00 PM.
Centre is open
Monday through Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Call 780-433-5807
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We are now accepting registration for the 2013-2014 Kindergarten class for students who will be 5
years old on or before March 1, 2014. If you have an eligible child or know someone in the
neighbourhood who does, please be sure to get your registration in as soon as possible.
The pre-enrolment deadline for all schools is April 15, 2013. Visit
planning.epsb.ca/enrolment/pre-enrolment for further information regarding the pre-enrolment
process or call Windsor Park School at 780-433-3924.
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Windsor Park: What’s the Story?
(Part of this article was published in the April 2012 Newsletter)

On April 20, 1910, the Edmonton Bulletin
breathlessly broke the news of “one of the best
arranged sub-divisions yet added to the city’s
surveyed sections. The two hundred or so acres of
splendid land recently obtained by the English
syndicate at a price in excess of $175,000 will be
named Windsor Park . . . [T]he common style of
‘checker board’ surveying has not been followed in
the sub-division. The contour of the river bank . . .
necessitates many odd shaped sections but all the
lots are nicely situated and of ample size. A circular
portion is arranged for the centre of the grounds and
practically all of the streets will connect with this
park-like circle.”
For the next 40 years, the “park- like circle” lay
dormant, a “bare, grassy area” according to one
laconic eyewitness. Around 1953, however,
Edmonton’s chief architect, Robert Falconer Duke,
began to create a landscape design for Windsor
Park. Duke enlisted his colleague, architect William
Pasternak, to assist him.
Celebrated today as one of Edmonton’s premier
heritage architects, Robert Falconer Duke was born
in Birkenhead, England in 1904, and immigrated to
Canada with his family as a child. The family settled
in Saskatchewan, and Duke, who was a perfectionist
with an artistic bent, completed his education and
architectural training there. Duke worked for the
Dominion Department of Public Works as a District
Resident Architect from 1938 to 1946 before moving
to Edmonton to join the city staff as Assistant City
Architect. He became Chief City Architect in 1950
and held that position until his retirement in 1969.
A member both of the Royal Architecture
Institute of Canada and of the Alberta Association of
Architects, Duke was devoted to his profession. An
article in the August 15, 1966 Edmonton Journal
mentions him bemoaning “the short life of beautiful
buildings.” Tall and slender, Duke wore bifocals and
favoured crisply pressed striped shirts, cuff links and
double-breasted suits. A photograph taken in 1961
shows him sporting a fedora.
Duke is credited with the design of many of
Edmonton’s important Modernist structures including
the Borden Park Swimming Pool and Band Shell
(1954), the Glenora Substation (1956), the
Edmonton Planetarium in Coronation Park (1959)
and the Westwood Transit Garage (1960). The No. 4
Fire Station (1954), Rossdale Walter Filtration Plant
(circa 1955) and the No. 1 Fire Station (1960) are
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other municipal architectural designs credited to
Duke.
While Duke did most of his municipal designs in
the Modernist style, he was a traditionalist at heart,
“very British” according to his daughter Marina
Newby. He selected a spectacular site on Mill Creek
Ravine for the spacious half-timbered English Tudor
Revival style home he designed and built for his
family in 1950. His daughter remembers the beautiful
cottage gardens her father and mother landscaped
together, and waking to breathtaking views of the
North Saskatchewan River Valley, the sun glinting
gold off the windows of the Hotel MacDonald.
It was around the same time that Duke and
Pasternak designed Windsor Park in a naturalistic,
flowing style reminiscent of an English country
garden. Preserved today in the City of Edmonton
Archives, the original Parks Department blueprints
show meandering pathways, hillocks, “future walks,”
stairs, and a shelter. A spectacular water feature,
“Windsor Park Fountain and Decorative Pool,” is
shown to be nearly 200 feet long. The decorative
pool was sited in (and perhaps once occupied) what
is now the rectangular, sunken grassy area in the
park’s north end. A 4” double pipe “for fountain recirculating” was to run north and south. “Catch
basins” and “outlets” were located in the (existing)
brick retaining wall. Throughout the 1950s, the City
of Edmonton was remarkable for its commitment to
excellent design, and the landscape designed for
Windsor Park was no exception. The permit was
issued on June 2, 1955 and work began.
Why did Windsor Park spring to life at this
particular moment in time? Besting Old Glenora may
have had something to do with it: in 1952 residents
of Old Glenora had installed their (much more
modest) Alexander Circle park and decorative
fountain. Also in 1952, Mayor William Hawrelak, his
wife Pearl and their three young daughters had
moved into the Windsor Park neighborhood; Mayor
Hawrelak’s popularity was at its zenith and he
influenced municipal priorities.
A 1958 photograph looks east (left to right are
8930, 8926 and 8922 Windsor Road) and shows the
new park in full bloom. With its silvery grey fern-like
foliage, Dusty Miller alternates with marigolds
bordering masses of multi-coloured snapdragons in
the formal raised beds. Small lilacs dot the
manicured lawn.
The fact that Windsor Park was meticulously
conceived and executed as a formally designed
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landscape was remarkable for the 1950s. According
to Canadian landscape historian Edwinna von
Baeyer, before 1880, municipal public green space
was rare. Providing public green space was part of
the City Beautiful movement that many Canadian
cities embraced by the turn of the 20th century. But
by the 1950s, “providing space for public recreation
was winning out over providing ‘landscaped’ public
green space – which differentiates your Windsor
Park.”
Robert Falconer Duke worked within the
constraints of Edmonton’s geographic locale and
harsh environmental conditions to design a
landscape for Windsor Park that has matured over
the years into a bucolic escape in the British mold.
With open lawns and wooded glens, Duke created
echoes of home on the Alberta prairie. A Chinese
proverb notes that the best time to plant a tree is 50
years ago, and today, roughly 50 years after the
ground was first broken, Windsor Park boasts an
extraordinary variety of magnificent old trees in its
arboretum: mountain ash; Scots, Austrian,
Ponderosa and Mugo pine; Douglas fir; Amur and
Manitoba maple; mayday; crab apple; American elm;
black, white and Colorado (blue) spruce; larch;

weeping birch; Shubert chokecherry; green ash and
Japanese tree lilac. A much greater variety of trees
and shrubs are found in Windsor Park than in most
Edmonton parks. As Edmonton’s Tree Inventory
Coordinator Sherry Boerefyn observed: “the trees in
Windsor Park are definitely uncommon . . . Trees like
Douglas fir and Austrian pine have been forgotten
over time. I do love these trees.”
We are very fortunate that this beautiful old park
has been preserved at the heart of our city. And we
owe a round of applause both to its creators and to
everyone who contributed to its stewardship over the
past 57 years. Windsor Park is a wonderful green
space and historic designed landscape, as well as a
valuable and unique heritage resource for the city of
Edmonton. It deserves to be cared for with love and
with respect.
To see pictures:
http://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/documents
/Heritage_News_25.pdf
Patricia Leake
Resident of Windsor Park

Trail Closures - Queen Elizabeth,
Rossdale and Kinsmen Parks
More Spring Smiles
Q: What do you get when you pour hot water down a
rabbit hole?
A: A hot cross bunny
Q: What do you call a girl with a frog on her head?
A: Lily!
Q: What do you call a rabbit with fleas?
A: Bugs Bunny
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Over the next 3 years construction of the new
Walterdale bridge will have an impact in and around
the area of the current bridge structure. As a result,
pedestrian and cyclist movement in the area will be
affected. The park space and trails affected during
the construction period are the lower portion of
Queen Elizabeth Park, the lower gravel trail in
Kinsmen Park and the parks area and trail around
the EPCOR generating station. To ensure pedestrian
and cyclist safety, the trails will be closed on January
7, 2013 and will remain closed until construction is
completed in 2015. For your safety, please stay
away from the closed areas during construction.
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Community League Executive
President

John Collier 8620 Sask.
Drive

4331270

jbcollier@shaw.c
a

Vice President

John Wilson

8915-120 St

432-1042

jaydee.uu@ualberta.ca

Secretary

Ronnene
Anderson

8738-117 Street

433-8632

anderpep@telusplanet.
net

Treasurer

Scott Delinger

8908-116 St

439-2912

scott@altadel.com

Casino

9303 Sask. Drive
9308 Edinboro Rd

439-0130
484-8132

Building Rental

Betty Millar
Melita Allan
Ivy Neuhaus

Building Manager

Dave Austen

9023 Sask. Drive

439-2612

Central Area
Council/Planning

Elaine Solez

8711 Sask. Drive

431-0292

Landscaping

Marilyn Gaa

9318 Edinboro Rd

432-7660

Bottle Drive
Road Side Sign

Sheri Samuels

Membership

Janet Millar

8620 Sask. Drive

433-1270

jlmillar@shaw.ca

Newsletter Editor

Jean Frost

11626 Edinboro Rd

433-7472

jean_frost@yahoo.com

433-2623

433-3741

Nursery School

439-0919

Parking Program

Evan Foster

8731-120 St.

Rink Maintenance

Bob Koch

Soccer

Joseph Lee Son

11906-87 Ave

Scott Delinger

8908-116 St

433-0646

esfz24@shaw.ca

761-3313

bob.koch@shaw.ca

988-2951

jleeson@web.ca

439-2912

scott@altadel.com

Social
Webmaster

WIRELESS PASSWORD for the park is the building address repeated twice:
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